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NEWSLETTER: 17th November 2023

Dear Families
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It was lovely to see lots of families at our parent/teacher meetings this week.

Thank you for supporting Anti Bullying week by wearing odd socks. Our pupils started the week
with a whole school liturgy looking at friendship and kindness. The “going forth” message was
taken from our St Joseph’s Way — to be respectful. In classes, children also explored different
types of bullying and the impact of bullying. They looked at the role they have in school to
develop good relationships through respect and tolerance.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the book fair. WOW we have raised £956.38. We
will be able to buy new books for our class libraries due to the funds you helped us raise.

Reading at St Joseph'’s continues to go from strength to strength. Reading plus has been running
in school for a couple of years so it is great to see it being used to support reading at home. The
children enjoy seeing the leader board to track their progress — particularly with the success they
are having with the comprehension questions. Thank you for supporting this.

The Christmas season is fast approaching and we have lots of exciting things planned. We have
tried to keep costs of activities to a minimum and any voluntary donations can be paid in
instalments via ARBOR. Thank you, for your continued support.

Pantomime

The whole school is going to see Cinderella at the Gala Theatre in Durham on Thursday 30t
November 2023. Children will have their lunch in school (children who have a school meal will be
provided with a school packed lunch) before leaving at 12:15 pm and we will return to school at
approximately 4.45 pm (traffic depending).

A voluntary contribution of £16.00 towards the cost of the trip would be very much appreciated
and can be paid via ARBOR. Donations can be paid in instalments (e.g. £2.00 a week) if you wish.
Your donations do make a difference to what we can offer the children.

Advent Liturgies
e 4% December Y5 & Y6 — 9.15 am all welcome

e 11th December Y3 & Y4 — 9.15 am all welcome
e 15% December Carols with Y5 & Y6 1.30 pm all welcome
e 18t December Y1 & Y2 9.15 am all welcome

Nativity Plays/Christmas Performance
e 7% December EYFS 9.30 am all welcome
e 12t December Y1 & Y2 9.30am all welcome

Christmas Jumper Day

We will be supporting the Save the Children Christmas Jumper day on Friday 8% December.
Children can wear their Christmas/festive jumper on that day. Voluntary donations can be made
via ARBOR.
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I-Christmas Fayre
We will be holding a Christmas Fayre on Friday 8t December from 3.20 pm — 4.30 pm to help

raise funds for school. We will have lots of exciting stalls and refreshments. More details will
follow shortly.

Drive-In Christmas Movie Night

On the Monday 11t December 4.00pm — 5.30 pm, we will be having a Drive-in Christmas Movie
Night in the school hall. Children can design a sleigh (decorated cardboard box) to

bring on the night and come in their pyjamas/onesies/dressing gowns. There will be a
competition for the best sleigh. Tickets will cost £3 and include a hot chocolate and a snack. If
your child would like to attend can you please complete the form on the attached link by 5pm on
Monday 27t November.

Christmas Lunch

If your child would like to have their Christmas lunch in school on Wednesday 13" December can
you please complete the form using the attached link

by Friday 24 November.

Christmas Party Day — 20" December

The children will be having a Christmas party in school on Wednesday 20t December. A voluntary
contribution of £2 per child towards the cost would be greatly appreciated and can be paid via
ARBOR.

Whole School Mass — 215t December
There will be a whole school mass on Thursday 21st December at 9.30 am. Everyone welcome.

Lego
If anyone has any Lego at home that they no longer need, school can make use of this.

House Points

Children can earn house points from all staff during the week. The house points for this week
are:

St Aidan— 338 St Oswald — 412
St Bede — 329

Congratulations to St Oswald and well done to everyone who has earned points this week.



https://forms.office.com/e/VAPYHeemfn
https://forms.office.com/e/8Z2SWh35HT
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Star of the Week

The following children have received a Star of the Week certificate this Week:

s

P

Nursery Armina For lots of lovely listening and being a kind friend

Reception Aria-Rose For amazing effort and enthusiasm in all areas of learning

Year 1 Frank For excellent addition and subtraction work

Year 2 Izzy For showing wonderful enthusiasm when designing a puppet

Year 3 Aria For writing an amazing diary entry in English this week

Vear 4 Matthew Eg;;, : g:sgf ej;lz ;JnSi;% tl::: multiplication facts to reason and

Year 5 Sophia For excellent handwriting and presentation

Year 6 Archie For Writing an excellent flashback based on the ‘The Nowhere
Emporium’

Times Table Rockstar of the week is:

This week's 'Rockstar of the Week' is Daniel! Well done for your amazing multiplication and

fantastic studio speed! Children can see all our TTRS winners on our new 'Times Table Rockstars'

display board outside the Year 6 classroom.

Well done to Year 6 who won this week's KS2 times tables battle! This means that both Year 4

and Year 6 have now won a week each and are at the top of the leader board! These tournament

between Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 will continue up until Christmas. The overall winner
will be the class which has won the most weeks.

St Joseph's are currently 17t on the TTRS leaderboard for schools in our area! Let's make a big
effort this week to climb up the table!




Attendance & Punctuality

Our key priority in school is to promote good attendance and punctuality. This is because we want our
pupils, in school, learning alongside classmates.

A figure of 90% means a child has missed an equivalent of 1 morning session of school every week.
A figure closer to 80% means a child has missed an equivalent to a day of school every week.

We understand, of course, there may be unavoidable and genuine reasons for absence. We do,
however, want to work closely with families to ensure children are in school every day.

As a general reminder:
Please make medical appointments outside of the school day or aim to minimise the amount of
time your child will miss to attend the appointment;
Only allow your child to stay at home in response to genuine illness;
Do not take holidays during term time;
Ensure your child arrives on time as lateness is recorded and will impact attendance figures.

If you have had an issue on a morning getting your child to school, we would always encourage you
to contact us. We will help and it is always better to arrive later than not at all.

If you child seems unwell in the morning but appears much better by the afternoon, we encourage you
to bring them in for the afternoon session.

We continue to stress, however, that pupils need to remain home for 48 hours after any incidents of
vomiting or diarrhoea.

If there are any issues or concerns that are impacting school attendance, or punctuality, please contact
the school office and an appointment will be made with one of the senior lead members of staff as
advice and support can be given.

Our intention will always be to work with you, and support you, to ensure your child is able to attend.

This week’s attendance is 92.04%

Our target is 97%

Nursery | Reception | Yearl Year2 |Year3 |Year4 |Year5 |Year6
91.88% | 84.48% | 97.33% | 95.0% | 95.0% | 92.86% | 91.72% | 88.06%

If you have any queries, please contact us at

stjs@stjs.bwcet.com
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