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Dear Families  

Welcome back. We are very much looking forward to the term ahead.  We know it will be busy, 

exciting and packed with learning - just the way we like it! 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs McCormick, working in Nursery, and Mrs Shiels, working in Y4 to 

our team. They have already made a great start. 

On Monday, we had a very productive staff professional development day which involved St 
Joseph's and St Patrick's working together. It was great to see such positive collaboration as we 
focused on the '5 Big Ideas of Teaching Maths’:  

 

• Representation and Structure;  
• Fluency;  
• Mathematical Thinking;  
• Coherence;  

• Variation.  

 

We want all our pupils to enjoy maths and we want to support our pupils to become competent 
and confident mathematicians (so keep going with the counting, practising number bonds and 
those tables – your children will know what they have to do) as this will stand them in great stead!  
 

Uniform 
A reminder our school uniform policy including what children should wear on PE days is on our 
website https://stjosephsstanley.bwcet.com/parents/school-uniform/  
On the days that children have PE, or attend a sport after school club, they should wear their school 

jumper/cardigan with black jogging bottoms (no logo) and a t-shirt in their team colour, please no 

football shirts/additional hoodies. 

Details of PE lessons are below, as there have been some changes this term: 

Day Year Group 

Monday Year 2, Year 2 & Year 6 

Tuesday Year 3 & Year 5 

Wednesday Year Rec & Year 6 

Thursday Year 1 & Year 3 

Friday Year 1, Year 2 & Year 4 

 

Thank you, for your continued support in ensuring that your child wears the correct uniform. 

 

 

https://stjosephsstanley.bwcet.com/parents/school-uniform/


 
 
 

  

Try a School Meal Day – 18th October  
On Thursday 18th October, we will be offering all children a free school meal. We would 
encourage all children who normally have a packed lunch to join with their friends and enjoy a 
school meal. 
 
The menu on the day will include a selection of the following: 

• Pizza 
• Sausage Roll Bites 
• Chicken or Quorn Nuggets 
• Potato Wedges & Dips 
• Selection of Sandwiches & Wraps 
• Vegetable Sticks & Humous 
• Scrumptious Salad Bar 
• Fresh Fruit 
• Ice Cream Pots 

 
We will check with all children on the day to confirm if they are having a school lunch. 
 
Breakfast Club/Wrap Around Care 
A reminder, if you child attends Breakfast Club and Wraparound Care, the place must be booked, 

via ARBOR, in advance, and paid for before your child attends. The numbers of children attending 

these clubs is increasing and we have to ensure adequate staffing ratios are in place to comply 

with health and safety guidelines. If you pay by Child Care Vouchers, please book your child in as 

attending and make your payments in the usual way. If you book your child in and they do not 

attend, payment will not be taken from your account. Thank you, for your continued support. 

 
First Holy Communion 
Our First Holy Communion programme will begin on Tuesday 16th January after school. Mrs Shiels 
has very kindly agreed to lead the preparation with her Y4 pupils. It is important that you commit 
to these sessions with your child.  Fr Shaun has requested that you attend Mass at St Joseph’s 
Church every Sunday at 11:00am. If you attend a different church, please let him know.  If your 
child is in Year 5 or Year 6, and they have not made their First Holy Communion, and wish to do 
so, please contact the school office. 
 
Parking and Driving Around School 
The safety of our children and families when coming to, and leaving school, is very important.  We 
have had a number of reports of inappropriate parking and cars driving too fast around school. 
During their time in school, children learn about road safety and about being a responsible citizen 
which builds on the values that parents/carers and families instil in their children at home. We 
appreciate your continued support in all aspects of school life and ask that you explain to you child 
why it is important to use designated parking areas and not park on double yellow lines 
or pavements. There are a number of car parks in Stanley that are only a few minutes’ walk 
from school which do not have any parking charges. Please ask any family member or friend who 
brings your child to school or collects them at home time to use the nearby car parks.  A reminder 
that parents/carers must not drive or park in the church grounds. 
 
 



 
 
 

  

Star of the Week 

The following children have received a Star of the Week certificate this Week:  

 

Nursery Rita 
For super story telling when acting out ‘Sleep, Big Bear, 

Sleep’.  

Reception 
Emily For asking lots of interesting questions when learning about 

migration!  

Year 1 Aria-May For using her phonics brilliantly to help her writing.  

Year 2 Freddie For having a brilliant attitude towards his work this week.   

Year 3 Alice For working very hard on her 8 times-table this week.  

Year 4 Ella B For fantastic work in maths identifying factor pairs.   

Year 5 Matthew For excellent work on multiplication this week.   

Year 6 Oliver For some excellent work on long multiplication in maths.  

 

Medication 
School can administer prescribed and non-prescribed medication as long as the relevant consent 
form has been completed. All medication must be handed into and collected from the office by an 
adult. 
 
Payments 
Payments for school meals, breakfast club and wraparound care are via ARBOR.  Payments can 
be made on a regular basis e.g. daily, weekly, monthly, termly etc.  We would be obliged if all 
accounts could be kept in credit as this will ensure that we do not have to contact you to chase 
up outstanding payments. If you have any queries regarding payments, or if you have difficulty 
making payments, please contact Mrs Cowan, School Business Manager, to discuss this further. 
 



 
 
 

 

House Points 

Children can earn house points from all staff during the week.  

Congratulations to St Cuthbert who earned the most house points this week. 

Attendance 

We aim to provide the highest quality education for our pupils. We know that they will only benefit 

fully from this high-quality school experience if they attend regularly and on time. When pupils are 

absent, they risk missing out on our carefully planned curriculum. Research also tells us that pupils 

who miss school can sometimes struggle to develop secure and lasting friendships.  

Our new attendance policy, which is published on the school website 

https://stjosephsstanley.bwcet.com/ and available via the school office, takes effect from this 

week.  

Next week, we will issue you with your child’s attendance figures for the autumn term (you can 

access this at any time on Arbor). 

This week’s attendance is 95.1% 

Our target is 97% 

Nursery Reception Year1 Year2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

96.6% 96.5% 93.3% 89.8% 93.3% 96.4% 98.2% 96.7% 

 
 
 

Lateness 
Over the last 3 days, on average, 23 children were late for school. We understand, of course, there 
may be unavoidable and genuine reasons for lateness.  We do, however, want to work closely with 
you to ensure all children are in school every day on time. Children are welcomed into school from 
8.40 in readiness for 8.45 start.  If you are still approaching school at 8.45, you children will arrive 
late into class which is unsettling for them.  Please give your children a relaxed start to the school 
day by arriving on time. 
 
If you child arrives late, this may well be recorded as an unauthorised absence. All incidents of 
lateness result in lost learning time.  Lateness can have a disruptive impact on pupils already 
engaged in their learning. 
 

https://stjosephsstanley.bwcet.com/


 
 
 

    Dates for your diary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 8th January  Whole School School Closed- Inset Day  
 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th 
January 

Whole School School Careers Week this will be rearranged to later 
in the term. 

Tuesday 6th February  Whole School Safer Internet Day  
 

 
Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February - Half Term 

 

Friday 23rd February  Whole School Anti-Bullying Day  
 

Monday 26th February Year 1 
 

Phonics Parents’ Workshop Session 
8.50am 
3.00pm  
Repeated session 

Wednesday 28th – Thursday 
29th February  

Pupils with SEN More information to follow 

Friday 1st March Year 2 & Year 5 Centre for Life – more information to follow 

Monday 4th March Whole School ParentCarer/Teacher Meetings  
1.15pm – 5.30pm 
Booking information to follow 

Monday 11th-Friday 15th March Whole School British Science Week 

Monday 11th – Tuesday 19th 
March 

Reception – Year 6  Wilderness Workshop. 
More information to follow  

Tuesday 12th March Y4 Holy Communion 
Pupils 

2.30 First Reconciliation Liturgy in church 
Parents welcome 

Monday 18th- Friday 22nd March Whole school Assessment Week  

Tuesday 19th March  Whole School  St Joseph’s Feast Day 9.30am Mass - all welcome 
 

Thursday 21st March  Whole School World Maths Day  

Friday 22nd March  Years 1 & 2 Palm Sunday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome 
2:30pm School only  

Monday 25th March Years 3 & 4  Maundy Thursday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome 
2:30pm School only 

Tuesday 26th March  Year 5  Good Friday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome  
2:30pm School only 

Wednesday 27th March  Year 6  Easter Sunday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome 
2:30pm School only 

Thursday 28th March Whole School Egg Decorating in School 
More information to follow (pm) 

School closes on Friday 29th March and re-opens on Monday 15th April 
Easter Holidays 

 



 
 
 

  

 

  

Online Safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the need for 

vigilance with online safety.  Please alert us to any concerns you may have. 

Please see the following guidance and advice from National Online Safety. 

 



 
 
 

 

  

 



 
 
 

 

 


