& ‘ St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School ‘ &
NEWSLETTER: 1t March 2024
Dear Families 1

KS2 Swimming Gala
Well done, to our swimming team for representing St Joseph’s so brilliantly today at the district

swimming gala at Freeman’s Quay Leisure Club. We are so proud of how well you competed and
the fantastic team spirit shown. Thank you to parents for their fantastic support.

Y1 Phonics Workshop for parents/carers

Thank you, to those of you who were able to drop in for our phonics workshops for Year 1 this
week. Miss King loves all things phonics so, if you have any questions at all, or if you could not
make the session, I am sure she will be very willing to chat with you and offer any support needed.

Careers Week

This year, National Careers Week takes place between 4th and 8th March. The week is a one-week
celebration of the variety of jobs that people in our community do. The aim is to help children
develop an awareness and excitement about their possible future pathways.

Thank you, to all those who have volunteered to come into school and talk about their work with
pupils next week. We have ensured every class has a visitor. If you now think you have time to
pop into school and did not respond on the original form, it is not too late. We would love to hear
from owners of local businesses in the area.

Please contact the school office and we will try to arrange a time when you can talk with a class.
Do not worry, staff will be on hand to help and, as you know, the pupils of St Joseph’s will be
very well behaved and they will be a fantastic audience!

Parent/Carer Teacher Meetings

A reminder that parent/carer teacher meetings will take place on Monday 4t March between 1:15
pm and 5:30 pm. If you have not already booked an appointment, this can be done via our ARBOR
app, any problems please contact the school office.

World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day, on Thursday 7th March, children can come to school dressed as their

favourite character, or non-uniform. The school council would like to run a book stall to raise funds
to purchase new books for school. Donation of good quality books for the book stall would be
gratefully received and can be sent into school on Monday 26 February. Children can bring 50p
to school on Thursday 7th & Friday 8™ March to purchase books. We look forward to a wonderful
day of reading related activities.

Year 2 and Year 5 trip
Our Year 2 and Year 5 pupils have enjoyed a great day at the Centre for Life in Newcastle.

Year 2 experienced life as a scientist for the day, investigating materials and conducting
experiments linked to the senses.
Year 5 participated in a range of exciting activities based on the theme of Space.




After School Clubs

After school clubs will run until Thursday 28t March. If you have not booked your child into a club,
and they would like to attend, please contact the school office and we will confirm if a place is

available.

Star of the Week

The following children have received a Star of the Week certificate this week:

<
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Jasmine For developing lovely ideas in play with the other boys and
Nursery . Ping Y Py Y
girls.
R ti Edith For sharing lots of lovely ideas during class discussions,
eception especially in R.E.
Year 1 Emily For working so hard to improve her handwriting.
Year 2 All Year 2 Excellent behaviour during our trip to the Centre for Life
pupils
Year 3 Rose For trying very hard with her handwriting and making letters
consistent in size.
Year 4 Tia For a fantastic explanation text about the water cycle.
Year 5 David For excellent work in maths this week.
Year 6 Nico For some excellent work investigating percentages in maths.

|




House Points
I Children can earn house points from all staff during the week.

* Congratulations to St Oswald who earned the most house points this week.

Attendance

This week’s attendance is 96.81%

Our target is 97%

Nursery | Reception | Yearl Year2 Year3 |Year4 |Year5 |Year6
95% 96.9% | 98.67% | 97.12% | 97.86% | 98.89% | 95.17% | 95.81%




Online Safe

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the need for
vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any concerns you may have.
Please see the following guidance and advice from National Online Safety.
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Parenting
Together

NEW 2.5 hour
friendly and
informal
workshop

Helping parents and/or friends and family who
help bring up your child to:

« Think about how you deal with
disagreements in relationships

- Manage family stress and improve
communication

- Enjoy parenting together Workshop

dates
To find out more or to
Monday 4 March, 6-8.30pm
book your place Wednesday 6 March, 9.30-12noon
call/text/whatsapp Monday 18 March, 6-8.30pm

EPEC@durham.gov.uk Venue TBC
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Monday 12" February — Friday 16% February - Half Term

Friday 23 February Whole School | Anti-Bullying Day
Monday 26" February Year 1 Phonics Parents’ Workshop Session
8.50am
3.00pm
Repeated session
Wednesday 28" — Thursday Pupils with More information to follow
29" February — change of SEN
date 26" & 27" March
Friday 1% March Y5 & Y2 Centre for Life
Monday 4" March Whole School | Parent/Teacher Meetings
1.15pm - 5.30pm
Booking via ARBOR
Week beginning 4" March Whole School | National Careers Week
Thursday 7" March Whole school | World Book Day
Monday 11t"- Friday 15% Whole School | British Science Week
March
Monday 11" — Tuesday 19" | Reception — | Wilderness Workshop.
March Year 6 More information to follow

Monday 18- Friday 22 Whole school | Assessment Week

March

Tuesday 19™ March Whole School | St Joseph’s Feast day 9.30am Mass - all welcome

Thursday 215t March Whole School | World Maths Day

Friday 22" March Years 1 & 2 | Palm Sunday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome
2:30pm School only

Monday 25" March Years 3 & 4 | Maundy Thursday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome
2:30pm School only

Tuesday 26" March Year 5 Good Friday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome
2:30pm School only

Wednesday 27" March Year 6 Easter Sunday Liturgy 9:15am - all welcome
2:30pm School only

Thursday 28" March Whole School | Egg Decorating in School

More information to follow (pm)

School closes on Friday 29" March and re-opens on Monday 15™ April

Easter Holidays




